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• Literature reviews are a type of research

• They should conform to the anatomy of a 

typical scholarly article:

– Introduction

– Methods

– Results

– Discussion

– Conclusion
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• Introduction

• Gives a quick idea of the topic of the literature 

review, such as the central theme or 

organizational pattern. 

• Body

• Contains your discussion of sources.

• Conclusions/Recommendations

• Discuss what you have drawn from reviewing literature 

so far. Where might the discussion proceed?
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• A general organization looks like a 

funnel

– Broader topics

– Subtopics

– Studies like yours
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• Chronological

– By publication date

– By trend

• Thematic

– A structure which considers different themes

• Methodological

– Focuses on the methods of the researcher, 

e.g., qualitative versus quantitative approaches



[image: image6.emf]Making Links Between Studies

Agreements

→

Similarly , author B points out…

→

Likewise, author C makes the case that…

→

Author D also makes this point…

→

Again, it is possible to see how author E agrees with 

author D…

Disagreements

→

However, author B points out…

→

On the other hand , author C makes the case that…

→

Conversely , Author D argues…

→

Nevertheless, what author E suggests…
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• It is useful to prepare.

• Such a table provides a quick overview that allows 

the reviewer to make sense of a large mass of 

information. 

• The tables could include columns with headings 

such as

●

Author (Citation)

●

Type of study

●

Sample

●

Design/Method/ Data collection approach 

●

Key findings (Conclusions)
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• Information prominent citation

Example:

More traditional accounts of modality might 

have interpreted such a locution as indicating 

“lack of commitment to the truth value” of the 

proposition (Palmer, 1986; Lyons, 1977 or 

Coates, 1983).

• Author prominent citation

Example:

This view is shared by Palmer who, for 

example, holds that formulations such as I 

think act to indicate “epistemic judgement”

(Palmer, 1986: 168).
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Argue

Assert

Assume

Challenge

Claim

Contend

Contradict

Describe

Dispute

Emphasize

Establish

Examine

Find

Maintain

Note

Object

Observe

Persuade

Propose

Prove

Purport

Recommend

Refute

Reject

Remark

Suggest

Support

You should use, where appropriate, both active and passive voice.

As a general rule, use active voice unless there is good reason not to.
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̴

Present 

̴

• A statement about what the project, chapter 

or section does

Examples:

–This thesis/project presents a report of an 

investigation into …….

–This chapter thus provides a basis for the next.

–In this section, the results from the analysis of the 

corpus are reported.

• A statement of a generally accepted scientific 

fact

Examples:

–There are different factors to consider in critical 

discourse studies.

–Since CDA is not a specific direction ofresearch, 

it does not have a unitary theoretical framework.
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̴

Present 

̴

• A review of current research work, or research 

work of immediate relevance to your study.

Example:

- Willott, Griffin, andTorrance (2001) show how 

economic white-collar offenders legitimate their

crimes in terms ofclass status in a prison.

• Comments, explanations and evaluative 

statements made by you when you are reviewing 

previous studies.

Examples:

–Therefore, this approach is impractical in the real 

world where projects...

–The reason for this result is that…
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̴

Past 

̴

• Report the contents, findings or 

conclusions of past research

Examples:

–Whereas research on discourse andgender initially

focused on assumedgender differences of text and

talk ( such as the use of diminutives or tag questions

by women), a more critical approach paid special

attention to male access and domination in 

interaction, such as interruptions and the control of

topic introduction andchange.

–Toward the end of the 1970s, the first critical

study of the media in linguistics was introduced by 

Roger Fowler and his associates ( Fowler et al., 

1979).
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̴

Present Perfect 

̴

●

In citations where the focus is on the research area of 

several authors

Examples:

-

In the past two decades CDA approaches to the media 

have multiplied . These studies have not only investigated the

social andcommunicative contexts ofnews andother press or

broadcastgenres, as is the case in critical media studies, but

have also related these to a systematic analysis of the

structures of media discourse, such as lexicon, syntax, 

topics, metaphor, coherence, actor description, social 

identities, genres, modality, presupposition, rhetorical

figures, interaction, news schemas, andmultimodal analysis of

images, among many other structures ( for an introduction, 

see, e.g., Richardson, 2007).

●

To generalize about the extent of the previous research

Examples:

–Many studies have been conducted in this field.

–Few researchers have examined this technique.

–There has been extensive research into.........
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►

Rough Draft

►

Final Draft

►

Edit

►

Edit Again
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•

•

After reviewing the literature, summarize what has 

After reviewing the literature, summarize what has 

been done, what has not been done, and what needs 

been done, what has not been done, and what needs 

to be done.

to be done.

•

•

Remember you are arguing your point of why your 

Remember you are arguing your point of why your 

study is important!

study is important!

•

•

Then pose a formal research question or state a 

Then pose a formal research question or state a 

hypothesis

hypothesis

—

—

be sure this is clearly linked to your 

be sure this is clearly linked to your 

literature review.

literature review.
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•

•

All sources cited in the literature review should be 

All sources cited in the literature review should be 

listed in the references.

listed in the references.

•

•

To sum, a literature review should include 

To sum, a literature review should include 

introduction, summary and critique of journal 

introduction, summary and critique of journal 

articles,  justifications for your research project 

articles,  justifications for your research project 

and the hypothesis for your research project.

and the hypothesis for your research project.
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Have someone else look at your literature review for

•Clarity

–Can they understand what you’re trying 

say?

•Flow

–Does the organization make sense?

•Completeness

–Are there areas left out?

–Questions left unanswered?

–Statements without citations?



[image: image18.emf]A Good Literature Review is:

•

Focused

- The topic should be narrow. You should only present 

ideas and only report on studies that are closely related to 

topic.

•

Concise 

- Ideas should be presented economically.  Don’t take 

any more space than you need to present your ideas. 

•

Logical

- The flow within and among paragraphs should be a 

smooth, logical progression from one idea to the next.

•

Developed

- Don’t leave the story half told. 

•

Integrative

- Your paper should stress how the ideas in the 

studies are related.  Focus on the big picture.  What 

commonality do all the studies share?  How are some studies 

different from others?  Your paper should stress how all the 

studies reviewed contribute to your topic. 

•

Current

- Your review should focus on work being done on the 

cutting edge of your topic.
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•Vagueness due to too much or inappropriate 

generalizations.

•Limited range.

•Insufficient information.

•Irrelevant material.

•Omission of contrasting view.

•Omission of recent work.
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in Reviewing Literature

►

Hurrying through review to get started could mean that you 

will miss something that will improve your research.

►

Relying too heavily upon secondary sources.

►

Concentrating on findings rather than methods.

►

Overlooking sources other than academic journals. Don’t 

forget newspaper articles, magazines, blogs, etc.

►

Searching too broad or too narrow of a topic.

►

Inaccuracy in the compiling of bibliographic information.
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●

Using another writer’s words without proper citation.

●

Using another writer’s ideas without proper citation.

●

Citing a source but reproducing the exact word without 

quotation marks.

●

Borrowing the structure of another author’s phrases/ 

sentences without giving the source.

●

Borrowing all or part of another student’s paper.

●

Using paper-writing service or having a friend write the 

paper.
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